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Following a request from the Anglican diocese of Manchester to allow VC schools to use a diocesan syllabus instead of the local agreed syllabus adopted by Manchester, Salford, Stockport, Tameside and Trafford (2021-26), this has been discussed at the North West SACRE Hub and between the local authority advisers responsible for RE in the five authorities that share this local agreed syllabus.
These are the recommended points for consideration by SACREs:
1. SACRE is always committed to supporting all schools in the pursuit of good RE and recognises that the curriculum provisions will vary according to the context and situation, including for VC schools with their Christian basis.

2. An individual SACRE cannot change the statutory arrangements which require a VC school to use the local agreed syllabus for the foundation of their RE, including fulfilling the End of Key Stage outcomes.

3. However, the way the curriculum is organised, and which resources are used to support teaching and learning, is up to each school. A school can supplement the curriculum with diocesan or national resources such as Understanding Christianity provided the overall requirements of the local agreed syllabus are met.

4. If SACRE, or more accurately, the Local Agreed Syllabus Conference, were to agree that an alternative syllabus could be adopted (as some have done) this would have to be agreed at the time of a quinquennial revision, which last occurred in 2022, not just a year into a new syllabus.

5. The local agreed syllabus for Manchester, Salford, Stockport, Tameside and Trafford requires the equivalent of about an hour a week to be allocated for RE. Church schools are able, if they wish, to increase this provision to allow for additional programmes of study.

