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This policy has been scrutinized to ensure it meets the requirements of the single equality duties. The school will make every reasonable adjustment to comply with the duties and actively avoid discrimination.
St Andrews Methodist Primary School’s Vision is: Striving for excellence, together as one with God. 

Linked to our Christian vision, our Phonics teaching and curriculum strives for excellence for each child, whatever their background, allowing them to access and gain the invaluable lifelong skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing.
Introduction

At St Andrews Methodist Primary School, we are committed to high quality phonics teaching. Phonics is the building block of reading and writing, and equips children with the skills needed to become successful, independent readers and writers. Hence, we aim to provide a structured approach, which is intertwined and applied to reading and writing across the curriculum. 

Aims and Objectives

The students at St Andrews are entitled to a high-quality Phonics curriculum that enables them to:

· Read texts that match their phonetic ability, building upon their own classroom learning

· Confidently recognise and say all 44 phonemes in the English language, and use their related graphemes in the written word
· Use taught strategies to blend and segment phonetically decodable words

· Apply taught strategies when decoding unfamiliar words
· Apply their phonetic knowledge when reading and writing increasingly complex words

· Read and spell a range of common exception words

· Read with fluency, allowing to enjoy reading for pleasure
· Be confident speakers, with clear, coherent pronunciation 

· Develop a life-long love of reading

· Write clearly, accurately and coherently using phonetic knowledge
· Use their phonetic knowledge across the curriculum, allowing them to access a range of text types, and write in a range of styles
Implementation

Phonics teaching begins on entry to Nursery, continuing to Year 2, then leading to spelling strategies and rules once children begin Key Stage 2. 

We use the Supersonic Phonics Friends scheme to support staff in their planning and implementation of this subject. This allows a consistent approach across Early Years and Key Stage 1. This also allows any children who need phonics teaching during their time in Key Stage 2 to receive the same teaching.

Discrete phonics sessions are taught in Early Years and Key Stage 1 on a daily basis. Each lesson has four parts:
1. Revisit/Review

2. Teach

3. Practise

4. Apply
This ensures that previous learning is consolidated, new learning is accessed, and children can see how this can be used within their work and everyday lives.

The structure of each lesson and journey across the week facilitates all aspects of segmenting and blending, and ability-appropriate phonemes and graphemes. Teaching includes ‘sound discrimination’, and the skills of word recognition, decoding, blending and segmenting, and common exception words.
To ensure phonics learning and reading are intertwined, fully decodable books are matched to each stage of a child’s learning. 

The lowest 20% of children (and any other children deemed appropriate) will receive a ‘Pre-teach’ before the phonics lesson. It also may be deemed appropriate that children who need extra support, also receive a ‘Post teach’ of the lesson received.

The Curriculum

The above skills will be applied within other subjects throughout the curriculum, where reading and writing is encouraged on a daily basis. 

Regular reading and writing opportunities, story times, and class reads take place throughout the school daily. 

Classroom Environment

Each classroom, from Nursery to Year 2, have a phonics ‘Working Wall’, which is purposeful and used by the children. These working walls are progressional, showing how children’s learning develops throughout school.
Children across school may also use spelling mats, linked to their learning, to help with their writing in all subjects.

Assessment

Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and is a continuous process. By following the ‘Plan > Teach > Assess’ cycle, we strive to make our assessment purposeful. Teachers and teaching assistants continually assess the children through questioning, observing them work, and by reading with the children. This allows staff to match teaching to the needs of the children.

Teachers will continually assess children’s understanding throughout phonics lessons, using assessment for learning and self-assessment. For example, they may use the Supersonic Phonics rhyme, “Are we fine or one more time?”

Formal assessments take place three times a year, where teachers assess children’s phonetic knowledge through the use of phoneme/grapheme checks, and the use of reading assessments. 
From Year 1, writing assessments take place at least every two weeks, during independent writing time, where work is completed in a child’s individual ‘Writing Portfolio’. A child’s application of their phonetic spelling ability is assessed through this medium. 
At the end of Year 1, children’s phonic knowledge is assessed via the statutory Phonics Screening Check, which assesses their knowledge of grapheme-phoneme correspondence and their skills in segmenting and blending. For children who do not meet the expected standard, they will repeat the test in the summer term of Year 2.

Parental Involvement

Parents and Carers are actively encouraged to be a key part of their child’s phonetical journey through school. They are invited to phonics workshops, where the correct pronunciation of sounds is modelled, and they learn how phonics is taught at St Andrews. This supports parents when engaging in phonetical learning at home.

Teachers provide parents with feedback on their child’s progress at parents’ evenings, which take place twice a year, and through the end of year report.
Assessment information is passed onto the next teacher as part of transition between year groups and phases.
Inclusion
At St Andrews, we ensure that phonics is accessible to all pupils by setting ability appropriate learning objectives, and teaching in a variety of learning styles. Children may be taught as a whole class or within smaller groups, dependant on their needs. 
Catch- up reading books are provided for Key Stage 2 Readers. These have a higher level of challenge and age-appropriate interest when considering the plot and narrative, but provide support for older children who have gaps in their phonetical knowledge.
Monitoring and Review
The English subject leaders are responsible for monitoring the standard of the children’s work and the quality of teaching in phonics. They also support colleagues in the teaching of phonics, keep them informed of current developments, and provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.

Teachers are responsible for monitoring and analysing their year group’s assessment data throughout the year.
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