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Introduction

St. Andrew’s Methodist Primary School is a voluntary controlled school with strong, well-established links with Walkden Methodist Church and the Northwest England Methodist District. Collective worship is central to the life of our school, and we want it to be inspiring and transformational. It is given high priority and viewed as a special and important time of the day when the school family is invited to draw together in the presence of God.

Rationale

At St. Andrew’s Methodist Primary School, our Collective Worship policy is underpinned by our Christian vision for all children, regardless of background and academic ability, ‘Striving for excellence – together as one with God’. Collective worship provides daily, creative opportunities to engage with the school’s Christian vision and its associated values.

At St. Andrew’s, we endeavour to promote the spiritual development of our children in all areas of their school life. Collective worship, unlike an assembly involves gathering to learn about and praise God. It encourages children to express feelings of worth and respect for themselves and others, our local community and our world as gifts from God. Our overarching aim is that collective worship enables pupils and adults to flourish spiritually.

*Please refer to the spirituality policy
 
Aims

Through Collective Worship St. Andrew’s aims to; 

· Help pupils and adults to understand the diversity of Christian practice and tradition
· Encounter the teachings of Jesus and the Bible
· Help pupils and adults appreciate the relevance of faith in today’s world 
· Provide an atmosphere and environment that is conducive to worship
· Invite pupils and adults to worship God
· Reflect on Christian symbols
· Promote an understanding of the Christian year
· Support pupils and adults in developing an understanding of the Christian belief in the Trinitarian nature of God.
· Reflect on values that are of a broadly Christian nature and on their own beliefs
· Develop a community spirit, a common ethos and shared values.
· Consider spiritual and moral issues
· Respond to the worship offered
· Help pupils and adults grow spiritually through experiences of prayer, silent reflection and exploration of their inner self
· To celebrate the Christian values displayed in our school community

Links With Walkden Methodist Church

Links with Walkden Methodist Church are an important and valued part of school life. The minister, Methodist foundation governors and worship leader meet to promote ideas, initiatives and opportunities to promote Church School links. The growth, spread and traditions of the Methodist Church are shared and celebrated. We welcome clergy and members of local churches to lead worship. Pupils and their families have regular opportunities to visit and worship in the church and are invited celebrate major Christian festivals there.

Content, Planning and Evaluation (Also see Appendix 1)

Collective worship is planned around a two-year cycle of 12 Christian values. The ‘Roots and Fruits’ resource is used to support this. Individual acts of worship are planned using 4 main elements;

1. Welcome: This includes creating an inclusive and special space where all feel welcome and are invited to prepare to draw close to God. All classes bring in a special candle at the start of worship.

2. Learning: Inspirational and thought-provoking learning about God and His world. This may be through a story, drama, poem, art etc.

3. Reflection: Opportunities are provided for all to reflect upon what God may be saying to us through our worship. This may be through use of questions, music, meditation or talk partners.

4. Responding: Pupils are invited to respond and be challenged and inspired to take action as a result of worshipping together. Multi-sensory prayers invite those present to draw close to God.


Each act of collective worship may include any of the following elements: 

• Presentation of Bible stories 

• Topical matters from the news or the locality linked to Christian values

• Using literature with implicit or explicit religious teaching

• Global awareness. Appreciation of the natural world and human activity

• Appreciation of the talents, achievements and work of ourselves and others

• Taking inspiration from Christian values to instigate social action projects

• Prayer in different forms - formal, children’s own, silence and meditation. These might include praise, seeking forgiveness, asking on behalf of self and others and quiet reflection
 
• Use of music (as an introduction and conclusion, singing/praise). Children should be asked to stand when singing songs of praise

• Use of appropriate artefacts and focal points (candles, cross, Bible, symbols etc.) 

• Participation by the children

The rotas and themes are distributed to staff by the worship leader at the beginning of each half term.

Evaluation

Pupil evaluation: Most of the evaluation of collective worship is done by pupils. They record their thoughts and learning in a special floor book. 
Worship leaders evaluate their own worship on an ongoing basis, and this is discussed during staff meeting time.
Governors: An annual audit of collective worship is written by the CW leader and presented to all governors. This provides an evaluation of the previous year’s developments and identifies targets for the following year. Governors are able to give their own evaluation at the annual governor development day when they review their strategy document.

Organisation

Collective Worship usually takes place in the school hall, but key stage worship is occasionally held in classrooms. Children visit Walkden Methodist Church for worship at least once each term.
Each class takes in a special ‘lit’ (battery operated) candle from their classroom to be displayed on the prayer table at the front of the hall to represent us coming “Together as one with God”.

Monday: 9am A whole school sung act of worship and praise

Tuesday: 9am Year 1-Year 6. Deputy headteacher (Picture News)

Wednesday: 9am Whole school worship. Led by teachers on a rota basis

Thursday:  9am Class worship or deputy headteacher

Friday: 9am Whole school led by headteacher. (This assembly concludes with celebration of Christian values/achievements)

Each class from Reception upwards present acts of worship, which families are invited to attend. 

Legal Requirements

· The responsibility for organising Collective Worship lies with the headteacher.
· Parents have the right to withdraw their children from collective worship and arrangements should be made with the headteacher.
· All pupils will take part in a daily act of worship.
· Worship can be organised for the whole school or separate groups of pupils at any time during the school day. The groups may be Key Stage groups or any class groups in which children are taught. 
· Worship at St. Andrew’s will be of a “broadly Christian character” reflecting the traditions of Christian belief and having regard for the age, attitude and family background of pupils.








APPENDIX 1.     Two Year Cycle of Christian Values (Roots and Fruits Resource)

	
YEAR A

	
YEAR B

	
Generosity

Celebrating Harvest

	
Thankfulness

Celebrating Harvest

	
Compassion

Celebrating Christmas

	
Trust

Celebrating Advent

	
Courage

Celebrating Candlemas

	
Perseverence

Celebrating Epiphany

	
Forgiveness

Celebrating Lent and Easter

	
Justice

Celebrating Lent and Easter

	
Friendship

Celebrating Pentecost

	
Service

Celebrating Pentecost

	
Respect

Celebrating Trinity

	Truthfulness


Celebrating Trinity



	RELIGIOUS FESTIVAL/EVENT
	MONTH

	Chinese New Year (Main religion in China- Budhism)
	February

	Holi (Hindu)
	March

	Pesach/Passover  (Judaism)
	April

	Holocaust Day (Judaism)
Ramadan (Islam)
	May
May

	 EID-UL-FITR (Islam)
	June

	Yom Kippur (Judaism)
	September

	Divali (Hindu)
	November

	Birthday of Guru Nanak (Siikh)
	October/November

	

GLOBAL EVENT
	
MONTH

	Martin Luther King Day

	January (around 15th)

	Holocaust Memorial Day

	27th January

	Show the Love (Climate Change)

	February

	International Womens’ Day

	March

	Fairtrade Fortnight

	Feb/March

	World Water Day

	22nd  March

	World Health Day

	April

	Earth Day

	22nd April

	World Malaria Day

	25th April

	Christian Aid Week

	May

	World Environment Day

	5th June

	World Day against Child Labour

	12th June

	Refugee Week

	June

	Nelson Mandela International Day

	18th July

	International Day of Peace

	21st September

	Black History Month

	October

	World Food Day

	16th October

	International Day for the Eradication of Poverty
	17th October

	Anti-Slavery Day

	18th October

	One World Week

	October

	World Toilet Day

	19th November
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