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1. Introduction
St Andrew's Methodist Primary School is committed to ensuring that all pupils have equal access to educational opportunities regardless of their family's financial circumstances.
The Governing Board recognises the valuable contribution that educational visits, residential experiences, extra-curricular activities and visitors make to pupils' education and personal development. The school aims to provide a broad and balanced curriculum while ensuring compliance with statutory requirements regarding charging and remissions.
This policy explains:
· The activities for which charges may be made.
· The activities for which charges cannot be made.
· When voluntary contributions may be requested.
· The arrangements for remissions and financial assistance.

2. Legal Framework
This policy has been developed in accordance with:
· Education Act 1996 (Sections 449-462)
· Department for Education Guidance: Charging for School Activities (May 2018)
· Equality Act 2010
The school will review this policy regularly to ensure continued compliance with legislation and guidance.

3. Roles and Responsibilities
The Governing Board
The Governing Board is responsible for:
· Approving and reviewing this policy.
· Monitoring its implementation.
· Ensuring compliance with statutory requirements.
The Headteacher
The Headteacher is responsible for:
· Implementing the policy.
· Determining requests for financial assistance and remissions.
· Ensuring families are informed of support available.
Finance and Resources Committee
The Finance and Resources Committee will monitor the application of this policy and advise the Governing Board where necessary.

4. Activities for Which Charges Cannot Be Made
The school will not charge for:
Education During School Hours
Including:
· Teaching and learning activities.
· Materials, books, instruments or equipment provided as part of the curriculum.
· Education provided as part of the National Curriculum.
· Religious Education.
Education Outside School Hours
Where the activity forms part of:
· The National Curriculum.
· A prescribed public examination syllabus for which the pupil is being prepared at the school.
· Religious Education.
Music Tuition
Where tuition is provided as part of:
· The National Curriculum.
· A prescribed examination syllabus.
· Religious Education.
Public Examinations
The school will not charge for:
· Entry to prescribed public examinations where pupils have been prepared for the examination at the school.
· Examination re-sits where pupils are being prepared for the re-sit at the school.
Transport
The school will not charge for transport:
· To and from school where a statutory duty exists.
· To educational provision arranged by the Local Authority or Governing Board.
· Provided in connection with a qualifying educational visit.
Supply Teachers
The school will not charge for supply teachers employed to cover for teachers accompanying pupils on educational visits or residential activities.

5. Voluntary Contributions
The school may invite parents and carers to make voluntary contributions towards activities which enrich pupils' educational experiences.
Examples may include:
· Educational visits.
· Museum visits.
· Theatre visits.
· Outdoor and adventurous activities.
· Sporting events requiring transport.
· Educational workshops.
· Musical events and performances.
· Visiting speakers and enrichment activities.
· 
Voluntary contributions are entirely optional.
No pupil will be excluded from an activity because their parent or carer is unable or unwilling to contribute.
No child will be treated differently because a contribution has not been made.
Where insufficient voluntary contributions are received, the school may need to cancel an activity if it is not financially viable to proceed.
Whenever voluntary contributions are requested, families will be informed of any financial support available through the school's remissions arrangements.

6. Optional Extras
Charges may be made for optional extras provided wholly or mainly outside school hours where they are not:
· Part of the National Curriculum.
· Part of Religious Education.
· Part of a prescribed public examination syllabus.
Examples may include:
· Recreational and leisure activities.
· Certain educational visits taking place outside school hours.
· Extended day services.
· Activities provided by external organisations.
Charges may include the cost of:
· Teaching and support staff.
· Materials and equipment.
· Transport.
· Accommodation.
· Administration directly related to the activity.
Any charge made will not exceed the actual cost of providing the activity, divided equally by the number of participating pupils. Charges will not subsidise participation by pupils whose parents do not pay.
Parental agreement will be obtained before a pupil participates in a chargeable optional extra.

7. Residential Visits
Residential visits are recognised as valuable educational experiences.
Where a residential visit takes place wholly or mainly during school hours and forms part of the National Curriculum or Religious Education:
· No charge will be made for education provided.
· Charges may be made for board and lodging.
· Charges for board and lodging will not exceed the actual cost incurred by the school.
Remissions may be provided in accordance with Section 12 of this policy.
Where a residential visit falls outside these criteria, charges may be made in accordance with legislation and Department for Education guidance.

8. Music Tuition
Charges may be made for individual or group instrumental or vocal tuition provided at the request of parents where the tuition is not:
· Required as part of the National Curriculum;
· Required as part of a prescribed examination syllabus;
· Required as part of Religious Education.
Any charges will be communicated to parents in advance.

9. Examination Charges
Charges may be made where:
· A pupil has not been prepared for a public examination by the school.
· A parent requests examination entry against the advice of the school.
· A pupil fails, without good reason, to attend an examination for which the school has paid the entry fee.
· Additional costs arise as a result of late entries requested by parents.
· Charges are otherwise permitted by legislation or Department for Education guidance.

10. Materials and Finished Products
The school may charge for materials used in practical subjects where parents have indicated in advance that they wish their child to own the finished product.
Examples may include:
· Art and craft projects.
· Design and Technology products.
· Food Technology ingredients.
Any charge will be limited to the cost of materials used.

11. Swimming
Swimming forms part of the National Curriculum and is provided to pupils during school hours.
No charge will be made for swimming instruction.
The school may request a voluntary contribution towards transport costs associated with swimming lessons.
Written parental consent will be obtained before participation.

12. Remissions and Financial Support
St Andrew's Methodist Primary School is committed to ensuring that financial hardship does not prevent pupils from accessing educational opportunities.
Support may be available for families who:
· Are eligible for Free School Meals.
· Receive qualifying benefits.
· Are experiencing temporary financial hardship.
· Have circumstances identified by the school as requiring support.
This list is not exhaustive.
The Headteacher has discretion to approve full or partial remissions of charges and contributions based on individual circumstances.
Assistance may be funded through:
· School budget allocations.
· School fundraising funds.
· Charitable grants and donations.
· Other available funding sources.
All requests for financial assistance will be treated sensitively and confidentially.

13. School Milk
Milk may be provided under the school's chosen milk scheme and in accordance with current eligibility criteria.
Parents will be informed of any charges and payment arrangements that apply.

14. School Uniform
Parents may purchase branded school uniform from the school's approved supplier.
However:
· Branded items are not compulsory.
· Generic uniform that complies with the school's uniform expectations is acceptable.
· The school maintains a supply of pre-loved uniform where available.
The school will seek to support families requiring assistance with uniform, subject to the availability of stock and available funding.

15. Damage to School Property and Loss of Equipment
The Governing Board reserves the right to seek reimbursement where school property has been deliberately or negligently damaged.
Charges may be made for:
· Wilful damage to school buildings, furniture or equipment.
· Lost or damaged school books.
· Lost or damaged school-owned devices, chargers or accessories issued to pupils.
· Damage beyond normal wear and tear.
Any charge will be limited to the reasonable cost of repair or replacement.

16. Extended Day Services
Charges may be made for services provided outside the school day, including:
· Breakfast Club.
· After-school clubs.
· Wraparound childcare.
· Holiday provision.
Charges will be published separately and reviewed periodically.

17. Lettings
The Governing Board may make school premises available for hire in accordance with the school's Lettings Policy.
Charges will be determined and reviewed by the Governing Board and may take account of:
· Staffing costs.
· Utilities.
· Cleaning.
· Equipment use.
· Insurance.
· Wear and tear of facilities.

18. Equality and Accessibility
The Governing Board is committed to ensuring equitable access to educational opportunities for all pupils.
The school will make reasonable adjustments where required and will ensure compliance with the Equality Act 2010.
This policy is available in alternative formats upon request.

19. Reducing Financial Barriers
To minimise financial barriers for families, the school will, where possible:
· Publish information about planned visits and activities in advance.
· Offer instalment payment arrangements.
· Provide flexible payment schedules where appropriate.
· Consider individual family circumstances.
· Avoid allocating places solely on a "first come, first served" payment basis.

20. Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Governing Board.
The Headteacher and Finance and Resources Committee will monitor the implementation of the policy and recommend any necessary amendments.

Approval
Headteacher: __________________________________
Date: __________________________________
Chair of Governors: __________________________________
Date: __________________________________
Review Date: __________________________________
Version: 2026/27 Policy Version 1.0
This policy has been reviewed against the Department for Education's Charging for School Activities guidance and the charging provisions contained within the Education Act 1996 and is suitable for adoption by the Governing Board of St Andrew's Methodist Primary School. 
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